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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

To be followed by all Chapters of Filitalia International
ARTICLE 1

NAME

The name of this organization shall be Chapter of Filitalia International, deriving its existence and power through a charter granted by Filitalia International, an Italian American Service Organization.

ARTICLE II





PURPOSES

The objectives of Filitalia International are:

a. To foster, encourage and promote Italian heritage and culture for the good of America. 
b. To improve the conditions, promote the interests and the right of the Italian Americans by organizing, establishing, promoting and maintaining social, cultural and humanitarian events and activities. 

ARTICLE III

FISCAL ADMINISTRATIVE YEAR

The administrative fiscal year of the Chapter of Filitalia International shall be from July 1 of any one year up to and including June 30 of the succeeding year.

ARTICLE IV

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1.  Qualifications

Any adult person possessing the following qualifications, may be elected to active membership in this chapter provided:

a. That he is a resident of the U.S and at least 18 years of age at the time of admission

b. That he is of good moral character

c. That he be of Italian descent or married to a person of Italian descent.

Section 2. Duration of membership


Membership in the chapter shall endure for life unless terminated pursuant to provisions contained in Article V.

Section 3. Membership classes
a. Life- Any person who has been active member of this Chapter of any other Chapter of Filitalia International for 20 years shall become a Life Member. He shall be exempt from dues, however, he shall enjoy all privileges and benefits of this Chapter.

b. Honorary membership- Any adult who has distinguished himself by some outstanding unusual service who does not otherwise meet the qualification for regular membership, may be considered eligible for honorary membership. He shall be exempt from dues and shall have no vote. He shall be permitted to enjoy the benefits of the Chapter.

c. Associate- An associate member shall have all the responsibilities, privileges and qualifications of an active member except that the Chapter may relieve said associate member of local attendance requirements and committee assignments and such associate member shall not hold any office, nor vote in the chapter.

Section 4. Application

Application for membership in this Chapter shall be submitted in writing on the official form provided for that purpose by the Chapter. Such form shall conform with the application form provided by Filitalia International.

Section 5. Method of Recommending New Member
a. A member desirous of bringing into membership a person, who, in the member’s estimation, has the necessary qualifications for membership in this Chapter, shall submit the name, address and all qualification background to the Chairman of the Membership/ Discipline Committee or Secretary of this Chapter on the official application form.

b. After screening and investigation by the Membership/ Discipline Committee, or any other committee created for that purpose, the application shall be accepted or rejected by the committee. If the action of the Membership Committee is unfavorable the Board of Directors shall review the application. 

ARTICLE V

DURATION OF MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Period
a. The membership shall endure for life except when terminated as herein provided.

b. Life membership will endure for life. 

Honorary membership shall endure for life, except that the governing body (Chapter Officers and Board of Directors) for good and sufficient reasons, may at any time cancel the membership, provided that each member of the Chapter shall have been served in writing with a notice of such action, at least thirty days in advance of the proposed termination. 

Section 2. Termination of Membership

Misconduct- The membership of any member who fails to conduct himself or his business in accordance with the principles and ethics of Filitalia or civil laws, shall be terminated by the Chapter at a special meeting called for that purpose. A member, subject to termination, shall be notified by service of such notice either personally served upon him by registered mail return receipt at his last known address at least fifteen days prior to the meeting. A member subject to termination proceedings shall be given any opportunity to present a full and complete defense and may be represented by counsel. Termination action may be taken during the course of any regular meeting called for that specific purpose. After all evidence is placed before the membership, the vote on the member’s expulsion shall be by closed ballot and shall be carried out upon a two-third vote of the members present. 

Section 3. Forfeiture of Rights

Any member, whose connection with this Chapter shall be severed by resignation, death, expulsion or otherwise, shall return all property belonging to the Chapter.

Section 4. Reinstatement 

Any former member seeking re-instatement to membership, who has been dropped for non-payment of dues, absence of meetings, or has resigned, shall be a new applicant accepting that all dues shall be paid before re-admission.

ARTICLE VI

Section 1. Regular General Meetings

This Chapter shall hold regular monthly meetings unless otherwise designated.

Section 2.  Special Meetings.
a. A special meeting may be called by the President for cause.

b. A special meeting may be called by a written request signed by at least seven members in good standing and directed to the President or Secretary

c. Written notice at least five days prior to the date of the proposed special meeting must be sent to all members, stating the purpose of the said meeting.

Section 3. Board of Directors Meetings. 

a. The Board of Directors shall hold regular meetings at least one week prior to the regular meeting unless otherwise designed.

b. Special meeting of the Board of Directors may be called by the President for cause, or at the written request of three members of the board at least three days prior to the day of the proposed meeting, stating the purposes of the said meeting. 

Section 4. Annual Meeting

The annual meeting shall take place at the regular monthly meeting in May of each year, unless differently indicated. 
ARTICLE VII

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Section 1. Officers 


The officers of this Chapter shall consist of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, General Counsel, Delegates and any other officers deemed necessary from time to time.

Section 2. Board of Directors 

The Board of Directors of this Chapter shall consist of all officers of this Chapter, and not less than five additional members to be elected from the general membership at the annual election of Officers.

Section 3. Qualifications
a. Each officer of this Chapter shall be an active member in good standing. In the case of delegates and alternates, no member shall be elected delegate or alternate who has not attended eight of the proceeding year’s regular meetings. By attendance is meant actual presence and therefore excused absences shall count his attendance record for the purpose of determining eligibility to serve in this capacity. 

b. A candidate for President or Vice-President, in order to qualify for such offices, must have been a member of this chapter for at least two years prior to the time of taking such office.( This section would not apply to a newly chartered chapter)

Section 4. Vacancy in office

In the event of a vacancy in the office of President, the Vice-President shall be immediately elevated and fill the office for the remainder of the term. In the even that the offices of President and Vice President become vacant simultaneously, the immediate past president shall, within thirty days call a special meeting at which time these offices shall be filled, using the regular election procedure as stated in this constitution. Any vacancy arising in any of the elected offices, other than in the office of the President, shall be filled in at the next regular meeting, after which the vacancy was created.
Section 5. Nominations and Election of Officers

a. The president of this Chapter shall appoint a Nominating Committee consisting of al least five persons at the regular meeting two months prior to the annual meeting.

b. The Nominating Committee shall meet and submit a slate of candidates for each office at the regular meeting immediately preceding the annual meeting, at which time nominations for the respective offices may also be made from the floor. 

c. The Secretary shall advise the members in writing of the name of members nominated for each office at least ten days before the annual meeting.

d.  Elections shall take place at the biannual June meeting. Such elections shall be by secret ballot where there is a contest and simply majority is necessary for election.

e. The installation of officers shall take place at this meeting.

f. The officers shall take office on July 1, following the election and shall hold office for two years or until their successor is elected. 

ARTICLE VIII

Section 1. Duties of Officers
a. President: It shall be duty of the President to preside over all meetings of the Chapter, to appoint members of Standings Committees, to create such other Committees and to appoint members thereof as he or the members deem advisable; and to perform such other duties as ordinarily pertain to his office; to attend all district and National meetings.

b. Vice President: Shall perform the duties of the President in his absence and assist the President in the performance of his duties.

c. Secretary: The secretary shall be the active managing officer of the Chapter, under the supervision of the President and control of the governing body. The Secretary shall sign all documents, keep accurate record of members’ attendance at meetings and make a yearly report of the activities in the occasion of the reports and fill out all forms of whatsoever nature required by FILITALIA INTERNATIONAL. The Secretary shall mail out all notices for the Chapter and Board of Directors meetings. The Secretary shall reply to all communications received by the Chapter, after receiving specific instructions from the membership.

d. Treasurer: The treasurer shall receive all the money and keep an account of it. He shall deposit all the money in the bank approved by the Board of Directors. He shall place any and all valuable documents in safety deposit box held in the name of the Chapter.

e. General Counsel: It shall be the duty of the legal counsel to be the advisor of this Chapter on all legal matters, which are submitted to the counsel for determination. 

f. Chapter Delegates: Shall represent Chapter at all District meetings and at the annual convention of FILITALIA INTERNATIONAL.

g. Chapter alternate delegates: Shall attend all District meeting and the annual convention of FILITALIA INTERNATIONAL, serving as representative of the Chapter in the absence of the Nation Delegates.

Section 2. Duties of the Board of Directors
a. The Board of Directors shall have the power to direct the policies and programs of the Chapter and make tentative decisions on all the business of the Chapter.

b. The President shall serve as chairperson of the Board of Directors.

c. The Recording Secretary shall act as Secretary of the Board of Directors.

d. The Board of Directors shall discuss and make recommendations on any matter referred to it by the members at regular meetings.

e. The Board of Directors shall keep a complete record of its actions and minutes of its meetings shall be read at the next regular meeting of the chapter. The minutes shall be voted upon for approval or disapproval.  Any action approved by the members may be held up for further discussion and action by the members or referred back to the Board of Directors for further consideration or dropped as the majority of the members desire.

f. Any member has the right to attend any meeting of the Board of Directors and shall have the power of expressing himself but shall have no right to vote.

ARTICLE IX

  


CHAPTER PROPERTY AND RECORDS

a. All officers charged with the custody of Chapter property, paraphernalia and records, must discharge reasonable care in the keeping of the same

b. All officers in whose custody are Chapter properties, paraphernalia and records shall turn them over to their successors at the termination of their office.

ARTICLE X




PROCEDURE AND ORDER OF BUSINESS

Section 1. Quorums
a. Regular or special meeting of the Chapter: a quorum shall consist of at least 25% of the members.

b. Regular or special meeting of the Board of Directors: a quorum shall consist of at least a majority of the Board members.

1. Induction of new members.

2. Reading of the minutes of the previous session

3. Reading of the Board of Directors’ minutes

4. Bills and communication

5. Report or Committees

6. Unfinished Business

7. Balloting on new membership

8. New business

9. Good and welfare

10. Reports of Treasurer and financial secretary

11. Adjournment. 

c. Special meetings 

The order of business for a special meeting shall be limited to the discussion of the business for which the meeting has been called. Other matters may be discussed upon a vote of the majority. 

ARTICLE XI

COMPENSATION

Section 1. Officers
a. All officers shall serve without compensation or remuneration

Section 2. Delegates and Alternates
a. President, delegates and alternates to FILITALIA INTERNATIONAL meetings and annual convention may be compensated at the discretion of the Chapter

b. All other representatives or members of this Chapter attending any national or local function or meeting shall serve without compensation,

ARTICLE XII
METHOD OF VOTING

Section 1. The regular business of this Chapter shall ordinarily be voted upon by either the show of the hands of viva- voce method.

Section 2. Election of officers of whatsoever type shall be by closed ballot.

Section 3. Upon request of at least twenty percent of the members present, a closed ballot shall be employed in voting on any prejudicial motion. 

Section 4. The President may, at his discretion, order a closed ballot vote upon any matter that is up for final consideration. 

Section 5.

a. Upon request of the Board of Directors, the President may, in the case of emergency, direct the Recording Secretary to poll the general membership by mail on any question or questions brought to his attention, and upon which immediate attention is deemed essential to the welfare of the Chapter.

b. In an emergency and upon request of the Chapter President, the Secretary may be ordered to poll the members of the Board of Directors by telephone, on any question within their power to act finally or in order to authorize a special poll of the general membership.
ARTICLE XIII
STANDING COMMITTEES

Section 1. Committees
Communication 
This committee shall sponsor, organize and direct all publication and media events, such as television, radio, newspaper, etc.

Cultural Awareness Committee
Purpose: 

To promote Italian culture in the community through the celebration of the arts, education, language & cultural awareness.

Goals:

· Preservation of the Italian Language through promotion of the Advanced Placement (AP) Program and Italian Language Classes

· Celebration of Italian Heritage Month (October)

· To host Italian Cultural events such as cooking demonstrations & classes, lectures & speakers, wine tasting events, etc. 

· Promotion & support of the Filitalia International Scholarship and Student Exchange Programs

· Outreach to the local Community, Schools and Organizations to promote the Italian Culture 

· Support the History of Italian Immigration Museum purpose and goals
Discipline and acceptance

This committee shall screen the application for the membership and take disciplinary actions as per Article XI    
Finance and Auditors.

This committee consisting of five members appointed by the Board of Directors shall review the entire financial condition of the Organization.  They will meet at least twice a year and report to the Board of Director. The members of the Executive Committee cannot be member of this committee.
Fund raising 

This committee shall sponsor, organize, direct and coordinate all fund raising functions.

History of Italian Immigration Museum Committee
Vision: 

History of Italian Immigration Museum - Celebrating Italian roots and American dreams.
Purpose: 

To Preserve the heritage of Italian Americans through stories that apply to all cultures; Connect the Italian – American community with its cultural roots; and Share our heritage with people of all backgrounds
    Goals:
· To preserve, interpret and promote the natural and cultural inheritance of Italian Immigrants

· To maintain collections hold them in trust for the benefit of society and its development

· To hold primary evidence for establishing and furthering knowledge of Italian culture

· To provide opportunities for the appreciation, understanding and promotion of the natural and cultural Italian heritage

· To hold resources that provides opportunities for other public services and benefits

· To work in close collaboration with the communities from which their collections originate as well as those they serve

· To operate in a legal & professional manner

Membership

This committee shall actively promote and recruit new members and retain present membership.

Recreational
This committee shall organize and direct all recreational and social events such as picnics, general assemblies, dinner dances, sporting events, etc.

Section 2. Chairman


These chairmen shall have the power to select their groups and shall announce the name of the committee members at the meeting, immediately following their appointment.
Section 3. Size 

These committees shall consist of at least five members, including the chairman, of which three shall constitute a quorum, providing the chairman is among them. 

Section 4. Presidential Status

The President of this Chapter shall be an ex-officio member of all standing committees. 

Section 5. Meetings 


All standings committees shall meet at the discretion of the chairman or when requested to do so by the President, The Board of Directors or the membership. 

Section 6. Reports

All standing Committees must submit their reports in writing at the next regular meeting of the general membership, following their own committee meeting. 

ARTICLE XIV




SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Section 1. Appointments

The President may and shall appoint any and all such committees or Chairmen, as he shall deem necessary at any time.

Section 2. Reports.

A special committee shall submit its reports in writing at the completion of the project to which they have been appointed. 

Section 3. Size


Special committees shall consist of no less than three member inclusive of the chairman, but aside from this limitation, they may be comprised of as many as the President or Chairman shall deem necessary.

Section 4. Presidential Status

The President shall be a member of all committees and shall exercise his vote in case of a tie





 ARTICLE XV





    FINANCES
Section 1. Budget

a. The finance and Budget Committee shall at the first quarterly meeting of the fiscal year, present to the Chapter a detailed budget, making appropriations for each of the items for which the Chapter must or may provide out of funds known, to be in possession of the Chapter, or estimated or come into its possession during the ensuing fiscal year.

b. The budget, both in its original or amended form, must be adopted by the Chapter and following its adoption, all fiscal year, must be within the appropriations therein made.

Section 2. Funds


There shall be legally established in the name of the Chapter, the following funds for the administration of which, separate books, checking accounts and signatures shall be established.

a. General Fund – Money appropriated under this fund shall be used for the operation of the chapter and for certain other phases of its program as set forth in its annual budget. The Treasurer shall administer receipts and disbursements to this fund. 

Section 3. Method of Payment


All obligations incurred by the chapter shall be paid for by check- it shall be signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by the President or Vice-President.

Section 4.  Incurring Obligations.

No expense shall be incurred, no donation made, nor shall any obligation of any kind involving Chapter Funds be entered into, until same has been approved as set forth else where in this constitution.





ARTICLE XVI





        DUES

Section 1.  The dues shall be such amount as may be fixed by three fourths of the members duly called at a special meeting for that purpose and shall be payable in advance as set forth else where in this constitution. 

Section 2. The sum of five dollars of admission fee shall be forwarded to the National Treasurer’s Office of Filitalia International, accompanied by the necessary information to the said office.

Section 3 .  Life members in this Chapter shall be exempt from payment of dues.

Section 4. Honorary members shall be exempt from payment of dues





ARTICLE XVII




PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

Roberts’s rules of order shall be the parliamentary authority and guide in the conducting of all Chapter Business Functions not covered in this Constitution.

ARTICLE XVIII

VOTING POWER

Section 1. Voting Privilege 


All members in good standing and all life members shall have full power of voting on all questions.

Section 2.  Method of Voting 

a. Voting on routine business shall be by a majority vote of those present.

b. Voting on candidates for elective office shall be by closed ballot where there is a contest and election shall be by a majority vote of those present.

ARTICLE XIX 

ADVOIDANCE OF POLITICS

Section 1.  This Chapter shall be non-political and shall not endorse or recommend any candidate for public office and shall not discuss at any meeting the merits or demerits of and candidate for public office.





ARTICLE XX





AMENDMENTS

Amendments to this Constitution shall be made at any regular meeting by a two-thirds vote of those present and qualified to vote, provided that the amendment has been introduced in writing, and read at the previous meeting and notice has been given in writing of the proposed amendment to all members at least 5 days before the said meeting, and provided further the board of directors for discussion and recommendation.
